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Public Questions & Answers at Town Hall #5 
 
What is being done to get Student input from kids that attend the school in the future?  What 
are you doing to get Student comments or involvement?   
Our engagement team began connecting with current and future Jefferson students during the 
2022 summer break, and has continued the work now that students are back in school. We have 
also set up tables at Jefferson to speak with students over lunch breaks. Throughout the 
fall/winter of 2022, we will be leading in-class and after school workshops with the Leadership 
class, Latino Network, SEI/SUN, Design class, and student clubs. 
 
Working with current Jefferson students is important for our team because it helps us 
understand how young people are experiencing the school as it currently is, including what kinds 
of spaces and programs they find successful, what they would like to see change, and what they 
believe is missing that would support their social, cultural, and academic growth.  
 
We will also continue to create opportunities for engagement with middle schoolers in the 
coming months to understand their visions and concerns about their future high school 
experience.  
 
Are you meeting with the Jefferson Teachers and Administrators?  
Yes, as the process moves forward the design team will meet regularly with Jefferson Teachers 
and Administrators. Additionally, there are Jefferson teachers on the CPC and all staff and 
students are encouraged to attend the Town Halls and Design Workshop. 
 
Will people who are commenting on the design have an opportunity to see the other 
modernized schools? 
Yes, CPC members will be touring recently modernized schools as part of this process. 
 
There is a rumor that Jefferson is going to be modernized only to then be sold to nearby 
Portland Community College 
Jefferson is being modernized for the students, staff and community in this historic and 
important neighborhood.  It is not going to be sold. 
 
What is the timeline for construction and reopening the new Jefferson. What kids currently in 
Elementary will be there first to attend? What are the details of the schedule?  
The timeline for the Jefferson project includes the start of construction in 2024 and reopening of 
a portion of the school in 2026, with final site & building construction to be completed over the 
following year or two, depending on the final modernization or rebuild option selected. The first 
students to attend the reopened school will be current (2022-23 school year) 5th grade 
elementary students. 
 
 
 



/Page/95


3 
 

and design.  A future bond would be needed to fund the construction of those two remaining 
high schools. 
 
Could you share more information on the plans to potentially include a new Tubman middle 
school on the Jefferson property in conjunction with the Jefferson Modernization project.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DZ3hXX5OSw
/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/62/Climate%20Response%20Charrette%20presentation%209-14-22.pdf
/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/62/2022-09-14%20Climate%20Response%20Charrette%20Minutes.pdf
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Jefferson is now a magnet school. Will it be rebuilt to be a comprehensive high school and 
how will it change the program into a neighborhood school?  
Jefferson HS will remain a magnet/focus option school. Comprehensive Educational 
Specifications are in reference to how the physical spaces are allocated in a school program 
(classrooms, admin spaces, CTE spaces, etc.) The specifications can be found here: 
www.pps.net/cms/lib8/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/58/PPS_Comp_HS_Ed_Spec_V_2.pdf 
 
The parcel of land on the other side of Alberta will anything be done with that?  It has been 
empty since I was in school in 1968? 
We don’t know yet what the specific plans for that area will be.  We will certainly be 
incorporating that land into the planning and space utilization for the new school.  This is a 
constrained site and we will be using every space in the final design.  There are however limits to 
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